Health foundation acquires ultrasound device for clinic
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The physicians at the
Kindersley Clinic now
have a new tool to as-
sist in patient care with
the health foundation’s
donation of a portable
ultrasound device.

The Kindersley and
District Health and
Wellness  Foundation

chine from Philips Can-
ada for the clinic. The
Lumify is a portable ul-
trasound device and the
app-based ultrasound
solution is compatible
with smart devices such
as tablets.

Karen Rivers, a clini-
cal applications special-
ist for Philips, delivered
the portable ultrasound
system to the clinic on
Feb. 4 and she provided
training for how to use
the device. She said the
Lumify “is like a screen-
ing system”

The system will allow
the physicians to assess
specific treatment ques-
tions, according to Riv-
ers. She said the system
provides quick and sim-
ple answers to assist the
physicians in the effort
1o assess and triage pa-
tients through the medi-
cal system.

Rivers explained that
the Lumify system pro-
vides easy answers, but
it does not replace the
formal diagnostic ultra-
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Dr. Harjeet Nanda (second from right) holds the Lumify Ultrasound Machine purchased by the Kindersley and District Health
and Wellness Foundation (KDHWE) to assist physicians at the Kindersley Clinic. The portable device is a screening tool to help

physicians assess patients. In the photo are (I-r): Dr. Sudarshan Das, Ken McBride, who chairs the

KDHWE Brandie Boulton, the

practice manager at the clinic, KDHWF administrator Vivian Kalmer, Karen Rivers of Philips Canada, KDHWF director Darwin
Whitfield, Dr. Nanda and KDHWE director Joanne Kosolofski.

sound scan. The Lt
will be an extension of
a physical

Dr. Harjeet Nanda, the
senior physician at the
Clinic, said

about what we are see-
ing here; Nanda said,
that it is an

and it will answer “yes
and no” questions such
as whether a patient has
ascites orwhe!.her ababy
is moving, she sai

Shenoted tha( the tech-
nologyis called point-of-
care (POC) ultrasound
and it is a unique addi-
tion to the tools avail-
able to physicians at the
clinic. The handheld de-
vice connects to a tablet,
and it came with a roll-
ing cart that holds the
device and a tablet.

“For both doctors and
patients, the Lumify Ul-
trasound will add one
more piece to the patient
management  puzzle,
Rivers wrote in an email,
recognizing that POC ul-
trasound could lead to
significant benefits for
patient outcomes and
costs.

without having an ultra-
sound technician, the
Lumify machine is im-
portant because it will
help physicians to learn
more about whether
or not a situation is ur-
gent. He said the device
will especially help with
bladder scanning an
Doppler scanning for
miscarriages.

He noted that the de-
vice will help the phy-
sicians to cut down on
time in the case of emer-
gencies. Even if doctors
are unable to give a com-
plete, formal report, he
said the device will allow
them to know the seri-
ousness of the situation.

“This being 200 kilo-
metres from Saskatoon,
it does help us bide time
and give a report to the
Saskatoon  physician

important tool to help
provide more informa-
tion to specialists at hos-
pitals in the city.

He said the physi-
cians at the clinic are
not trained radiologists,
but the system provides

SRl

cannot see.

He said he has used
portable ultrasound de-
vices at centres in Van-
couver, but the Lumify
system is even smaller
than those devices. Nan-
da said the device is new
to him, but both he and
his colleagues will get.to
know the devnce

It was

tion to help diagnose the
problem. He noted that
the clinic’s doctors have
plans to take additional
training one at a time to
ensure the Lumify Ultra-
sound could be used to
its fullest extent.
According to Nanda,
the portable ultrasound
device will also help to
shorten the wait list and
to deal with emergencies
faster with a better mar-
gin of safety for patient
outcomes. The physician
said the device will find
problems the doctors

Yy
Nanda that the device is
handy because it is easy
to work with. All in all,
he said it is a small piece

of equipment that could _

help patients and doc-
tors in a big way. There
are several uses for the
device, the physician
added.

Richard MacDougall,
vice-chairperson  for
KDHWE said the foun-
dation has been aware
of the need for a porta-
ble ultrasound device at
the clinic for a while, so
a decision was made. to

buy the equipment. He
said the device does not
provide all the answers,
butit is going to help out
alot.

“It has its limitations,
but it also has its ben-
efits because physicians
can do a scan in their
own office,” he said, re-
ferring to the benefits of
having a portable, hand-
held device to help as-
sess patients with more
convenience.

The foundation has of-
ten made investments
at the health centre and
Heritage Manor. Mac-
Dougall said the Lumify
system is for the clinic,
but the foundation sup-
ports all things that will
assist in the delivery of
timely care for area resi-
dents. The KDHWF di-
rectors are thankful for
the continued support
of the community, he
added.



